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BOYCOTT
LETTUCE

An essential fealure in the hislory
of the United Stales has been th2
movement of people from the coun-
try and farm lands into the factories
of the wurban centers. With the
hope of a better life for themselves
and for their children, millions up-
on millions of poor people have
streamed into the cities, replacing
the dependency ubon the land and
the land ownmer with the dependency
upon industry and the faclory-oumer,
Formearly, the batlle cry was for
“land'"’ and in the name of '‘land”’
settlers slaughteved the American
Indians; they wevre killed by the
thousands, whole families and (ribes.
It was genocide, Now, America
marches to war in the name of the
““market place’’, The exislence of
the entire wovrld is threatened as U.S.
industry invades country after country
in the search jfor grealer profils,
America, the Nation, has been trans-
formed into America, the Empire,
and still the assembly-line lechnolo-
£y continues to expand its display of
trinkels, loys and terrov.,

I'here are lhose, however, who have
remained on the farms, literally ""tied
to the land®’ of their birth, For the
Mextican-Amezrican migrant farm-
worker, advancing lechnology has not
produced the joys of a better-fpdure;
rather, with pesticides and madzin,
more dangerous equipment, technology
has produced only grealer hazards tn

an alrveady precarious life. Historical-

Iy subject to the whims of racist, ar-
rogant growers, the wages migrant
farm laborers receive have made them
the lowest paid workers in America,
The migrant farmworkers have gone
from field to field, from harvest Lo
harvest, seeking oul an existence which
pays them less than $2,400 for the

year,

The last decade, though, has pro-
duced a phenomena never before wit-
nessed in the history of American
farm labov., A movement has bzgun,
springing from within the hearts and
minds of the Mexican-Amevican work-
ers, culminating in a unity and a will
lo struggle which stands as an example
to poor working people throughout the
country, La Causa (The Cause), aid
La Huelga (The Strike), provide the
Mexican-Amevican farmworkers with
rools which hold strong their determi-
nation to achieve dignify and justlice,
Fighting under the banner of the Black
Aztec eagle, the Mexican-Amevricans,

L

A movement has begun, springing from the hearts and minds of the op-

—— =

pressed Mexican-American farmworkers,

represented by their union, the United
Farm Workers Organizing Commilttee,
confront the racist growers, the legis-
lature and, in fact, the U.S. govern-
mznt, The growers, with the weight
and pressure of a multi-billion dollar
industry, would attempt to force legis-
lation which would reduce the migrant
farmworker to the position of chattel
slave,

We, Black people, join with the
Spanish-speaking people in common
struggle, against a common op-
bression, We FRnow, far too well,
the plight of the landless and the dis-
possessed. Our ownhistoryof slavery
and share-cropping will testify o this.
The phrases, ‘‘Boycott lettuce"’,
"“Boycotl grvapes’ should strike a
familar tone, just as the *‘colorved
only'’ signs in the South mimic the
““No dogs or Mexicans'* signs in the
Sowthwest and in California, For the
oppressed, the politics of survival
are similar though each particular
struggle has ils unique characteris-
tics.

Here, then, is the story of the mi-
grant Mexican-American farmuwork-

ers of Northemm and Cenlral California;

Ths exploitation of m’'grant farm-
workers as a source of cheap labor
is nothing new to the fruit and vege-
table growers of Central and North-

ern California. Since the Civil War,
the richest and most fertile land in
the continental United States has ex-
perienced a cross-section of almost
every ethnic group in the ‘‘melting
pot'’, American Indians, Chinese,
Japanese, Armenians, Arabs, Fili-
pinos, Mexicans and others have all
been initiated in the American '‘way
of life'" wvia these farms. Given such

a divided and confused surplus of
labor, wages could never rise above
a subsistence level; the dangerous
work of organizing a union was ham-
pered by the massive number of peo-
ple needing work, poor people would
rather ‘‘scab’’ (work a job that has
bzen ‘struck’ by a union) than starve,

By 1942, with Japanese-Americans
locked in concentration camps, and
the white migrant farmworkers mov-
ing into the war industries inthe cities,
the Mexican-Americans worked the
fields alone, What was first an illegal
system of pay-offs and bribes berween
the growers and the customs offic-
ials became federal law, and through
a series of agreements with the Mexi-
can government, the infamous ‘'Bra-
cero’’ program came into being., Un-
der this program, large numbers of
Mexicans were brought into California
and other Southwestern states by truck
during the harvest season, They
worked the fields until the harvest

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10



HIS BLOOD
WAS PRICELESS

Kenneth Howard, a twelve year old
Black man-child, died Sunday, Sep-
tember 10, 1972, of lewkemia, a fatal
blood disease, Even though Amarica
spends billions of dollars a vear on
the malerials for war andjustas much
for visits lo the surface of the moon,
people, primarily poor people, are
suffering and dying from diseases Jor
which a cure or betier medicines may
be found,

The blood is made wp of plasma,
the fluid which contains vred blood
cells, white blood cells and platelels.
These blood cells are crealed in lhe
bone marrow, the connecting lissue
which lives in the inside of our bones,
The red blood cells combine with oxy-
gen which is passed on to all of the
vital organs and tissues of the body.
There are normally about 5 million
red blood cells (per cubic miilemeter
of blood) in a man and 4 1/2 mil-
Iton ved blood cells in a woman,
White blond cellshave an entirely
different purpose, they work in two
groups to fight infections which are
symptoms of disease. There arenor-
mally 5 to 10 thousand of these cells
(per cubic millimeter of blood) in an
adult, When infection develops, they
increase and move to that area to en-
gulf (or ‘eat’) bacteria or other ma-
terial foreign to the body., The pla-
telets are small, irregular shaped
cells which serve o clot tears in
blood vessels, they clump together
and act as a block until the tissue
heals, there are about 300,000 dla-

telets in each cubic millimeter of

blood,

In the blood of a person with leu-
kemia the white blood cells overpower
and kill the red blood cells for no
apparent reason and the platelets have
a very limited ability to repair the
- damage being done, In advanced leu-
kemia, blood transfusions must be
given almost daily to replace the red
blood cells that have been FEilled

' Kenneth Howard was such a vic-
 tim, having leukemia for over two
Years, One day, in July of1970, he hil
~ his leg and a large bruise occurred.
The doctors treated it lightly., How-
ever, later in that summer when he
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woon they determined that 1t was
leukemia, They told his mother that
he couwld live no longer than 3 to 6
months, His family did not lose hope
Jor him. In January of 1971 Kenneth
was taken to Seattle, Washingion to
have a bone marrow transplant, He
received the transplant from his twin
brother Kelton, After this he went in-
to a period of remission (the disease

became dormant or quest), The new

bone marrow produced a sufficient
amount of red blood cells and he was
almost ‘normal’ again. However, this
did not last long. He was given a
second hone marvow transplant and
it did not work, The white blood cells
continued lo increase and crowd out
the red blood cells. 'Wonder' drugs
were given to him, transfusions were
continuous, still Kenneth Howard did
not improve. He began to get weaker,
his hair fell out, and he was confined
to a hospital in June, 1972, (He was
later moved to Children’s Hospilal in

The family of KENNETH HOWARD needs blood donated in his name.

— e

ralo Alto, California where he re-
mained until his death), His mother
slated that after a while his body began
to reject all transfusions, exceptthose
from Black people: the type which
contained within them particular
agents (the Duffy Strain 5). In his
entire family, only his twin brother,
Kelton and his older brother, Eugene,
had compatible blood, very rare, The
doctors discontinued plasma trans-
Jusions and began to give Kenneth
only platelet transfusions which would
help to protect him from uncontrol-
lable bleeding and extremely high.
blood pressure, The slightest cut would
have caused him to bleed continuously,

Near theend of his life, Kenneth
went into convulsions (severe muscle
spasmsdue to lack of oxygen) which
lasted from 1 a.m, to I p.m. the next
day. Hi? blood pressure went up fo

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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- became very weak and began to com- QLD CALIRGEED et

- plain of severe headaches and weak-
~ ness, the doctors became "worried’,
- and did a series of tests on Kenneth,
ffﬂ'ﬂ tests revealed a large number
0f white blood cells in his blood.
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CﬂMRﬂDE BG.EBY SEALE addressed the people at East Palo Allo’s

first Black Community Survival Day.

STRUCTURE
FOR SURVIVAL

EAST PALO ALTO BRANCH
BLACK PANTHER PARTY,

OPENS WITH COMMUNITY SURVIVAL DAY

““What the revolutionary movement
and the Black community needs is a
very strong structure. This structure
can only exist with the support of the
people and it can only get its support
through serving them.,"’

The statemant above is a quote
from Comrade Huey P, Newton, Leader
and Chief Theoretician of the Black
Panther Party. Recently, the people
of East Palo Alto, California, saw its
meaning transformed into action, The
Palo Alto Branch of the Black I’ anther
Party sponsored aCommunity Survival
Day on September 90,1972, at St

Assisi Catholic

Francis of
Five hundred free
were given away (with a chicken in

Church,
bags of groceries

every bag) and two hundred people

ware tested for Sickle Cell Anemia,
Voter registration was conducted
during the program and later the

crowd was entertained by the revolu-
tionary music of the Lumnen (the re-
volutionary singing group of the Black
Panther Party) and the Alfocentori
band, Chairman Bobby Seale, in ad-
dressing the people, stressed the im-
portance of Black people registering
to vote and also pointed out that the
survival program is ‘‘not a farce'’,

but a reality,

Th= survival programs Eﬂﬂt'l
cause we understand the realttx }
America. In the midst of affluence
many Black and poor oppressed peog le
are denied the most basic necessities
of life. Programsthat servethe people u;
in themselves, are not an answer to
this, but they are somathing to tide s
over until w2 canachieveour freedc n.

¥
.

Certain progressive people within
the community of East Palo Alto at-
tempted to rename it Nalrﬁ i
through a city hall initiative, in 19 _
to give the people a feeling of se
determination. However, the initiative =
failed to pass. The idea that, if :,=_.=!*
ple are aware of their heritage, they
will then be free, is naive. Because
wa acknowledge that we are Black pec N
ple who came to this country inchains ,—1
does not mean that we will have food
to ear, clothes to wear, a shelter over
our heads, Only through real and tan-
gible things can we begin to organize
and educate the people as to the sig. .
nificance of our real heritage - from
‘he great kingdoms of ancient Africas
throug' chattel slavery, and up to the
oppression we suffer today, Sla: 7es car 5
never be free by just acknowledgings

their slavery,

The Black Panther Party believess
that if we can become conscious of what
causes poverty then w2 can begin to
eradicate it., By unifying the Black and
poor  communities around decent
housing, adequate Jobs, an end o )
harassment by the police, and halting
the constant frustration of survival {
from Ziy-to-day, we can begin to work
to make our communities a plaze wher
people can live in peace and harmony.
Until then, the concept of Nairobi can-
not work. [t takes little to realize that
the government enjoys seeing Black
people speak Swahili and dressing in
African clothing. As long as wes do
not stop spending the Amearican dollar
or working in the American institu-
tions and industries then they are
satisfied. The Govarnmznt will even
g0 along with the opening of black busi=
nesses, They know thatour businesses
cannot threaten the economy since they
control the money. When we bagin ta
organize and serve the Black com-
m:nity then the governmen: gerSan
frightened; that 15 whenthey try to stop
LS,

P
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In Palo Alto, che Black Panther Party
annouiced the opening of our most re=
cent SurvivalCenter at 2369 University
Avenue, The razist city officials of
Fast Palo Alto know that survival
m<ans mare to Black paanlethan Swa-
hili phrases; we must unite as one
family, As Comrade Huey's quote says:
We ars: creating ‘‘a very strong
Structure’’

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE
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The zity of Berkeley,California, has
for years been a converging point for
members of the so-called ‘hippie
movement’. They are, for the most
part, young and white, and migrate to
Berkeley from cities across the United
States, and even from across the
oceans, More often than not, these
individuals are usually penniless when
they arrive in Berkeley or become so
before long, They can expect no mer-
cy from the city's power structure,
which is responsible for Berkeley's
rising unemployment rate and the gen-
eral oppression of the Black and poor
population, These young, white pro-
ponents ot the ‘hippie subculture’ find
themselves becoming part of the
culture they had meant to deny: Pro-
stitution, hard drug pushing and
robbery. Many look for greener pas-
tures elsewhere, hitch-hiking to var-
ious locales throughout California,
from the city of Berkeley,

Un Wednesday, September 13, 1972,
three young Black men, Forrest Blade,
age 10; Artie Adanandus, age 17;: and
Clarence Peters, age 18, were driving
thruugh the city of Berkeley when they
were flagged down by two white female
hitch-hikers, Annette Dees, 21, and
Leak Weinberg, 18, from London, Eng-
land, These two white girls were hitch-
hiking to San Francisco, California,
from Berkeley, and the brothers
stopped their car to let them in.
From rhat point, everything becomes
confused, Artie Adanandus was shot
in the back by Richmond, California
police and Brothers Clarence Peters
and Forrest Blade ware arrested and
charged with attempted rape, kidnap
and robbery of the two white girls,

The Richmond Police version of the
events that led up to the Brother's
shoating and the arrests are question-
able, to say the least, Their 'story’
as told by Richmond's Chief of Police,
is that after the three brothers picked
up the hitch-hikers in Berkeley they
took the two to Richmond by force,
beat and robbed them, and attempted
to rape them, One of the white girls
is supposed to have been ‘kicked out’
of the car by the brothers when it
stopped in Richmond, on Carlson
Bouleyard, according to police, She
then is supposed to have called the
Richmond police, who put out a des-
eription broadcast. for the car and its
occupants, The car was sighted on
South 40th Street and Ohio Avenue,

police said, and Brothers Clarence.

SHOOT FIRST
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For giving two white hilch-hikers a
ride, Brother ARTIE ADANANDUS

was almost murdered.,

Peters and Forrest Blade were ar-
rested immediately, Brother Artie
Adanandus was supposed to have gotten
ouat of the car and fled on foot, and
a white detective named Wayne Ta=llis
allegedly chased Artie, and after
‘several warning shouts’ fired his
gun at Artie, wounding him in the
shoulder, The Richmond Police De-
partment justified the shooting of
Brother Artie Adanandus by saying that
if someone cominits a felony offense
the arresting officer is ‘“‘allowed to
shoot first”’. [t evidently makes no dif-
ference to the Richmond police
if their ‘suspect’ is a juvenile and is
unarmed; as long as he is Black he
is 'fair game’, They have even con-
fiscated Brother Artie's clothes and

refused to return them., Their claim

is that they are planning to use them
as "‘evidence”’,

The Black community does not be-
lieve the obvious lies of the racist
Richmond, California police. Through
a long history of police brutality and
murder, w2 know that they are cow-
boy-style gangsters that hold Black
and poor people's lives in contempt,
Brothers Clarence Peters, Artie Ada-
nandus and Forrest Blade were de-
finitely the victims of the police,
Forrest Blade himself has said that
after they gave the two hitch-hikers
a lift in their car, they stopped in
Richmond (where all of the brothers

from railroading
They are innocent,

lived). One of the white girls pan-
icked and ran to call the police, evi-
dently thinking that the three brothers
were not going to take them to San
Francisco. The three brothers left
and were hunted down, Artie Ada-
nandus did manage to escape, but was
not shot down while running from the
car, as the police had said, What
did happen was that after Artie left
the car, he caught a bus to Clarence
Peter's house, Once inside his
friend’s home, Artie discovered that
the house was surrounded by ar least
thirty policemen. He ran out of the
back door and was shot in the back

| shortly after jumping over a fence,

Later Artie’s mother was called,
When she arrived at the scene of
the shooting, she asked if the body
ghe saw lying face down in the street
was the body of her son. A Richmond
‘peace’ officer replied, ““Why don't
you pick up his head and see'’? Mrs,
Adanandus could not identify her
own son, yet one of the two white

~ girls was taken to see Artie and she

‘positively’ identified him as one of

the passengers in the car, having
only seen his back,
The three young Brothers were

not racist, they offered a ride to
two white girls who were, in all
probability, very adept at ‘‘hitch-hik-
ing’’, The white girls were obvious-
ly the racists,

They decided that when the bro-
thers stopped in Richmond it meant
‘something else’, For picking up
two  white girls, Brother Artie
Adanandus was almost murdered and
is now hospitalized, there is a possi-
bility that he will lose his right arm,
Brother Clarence Peters is incar-
cerated 1In Richmond’s city jail on
$5,000 bail for the phoney charges
of kidnap, attempted rape and rob-
bery. Brother Forrest Blade is be-
ing held on the same charges, with
no bail, at the Juvenile Hall in Mar-
tinez, California. If these charges
are heard in any court in America
the three Black men will suffer.
Artle  Adanandus, Forrest Blade
and Clarence Peters neced the sup-
port of the Black community in or-
der to prevent the racist courts
them 1o prison.

ALL POWER TO THE PEQPLE

= ——
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THE BUS IS COMING -

THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY FREE BUSSING TO PRISONS PROGRAM
BEGINS IN  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA

Though the problems are many, there is no obstacle w2

soned loved ones.

Due to the oppressive nature of this
society, many Black and poor people
are confined to the jails and prisons
of the U,S, penal system., The racist
police forces and the corrupt courts
combine their effortstorailroad Black
people in particular into prisons and
jails all across the country. Because
of this, in many prisons, Black pri-
soners are in the majority,

FPrisons are usually built in remate
areas, This is an effort to completely
isolate the prisoner population from
the community, thereby enabling fas-
cist prison aurhorities to carry out
their evil acts in secret, Often there
is no direct transportation; we are
faced with exorbitant bus or cab fares
which are beyond the range of the
limited funds of oppressed people,

Though the problems are many;
there is no obstacle we will not over-
come in order to communicate with
our imprisoned loved ones, We under-
stand clearly that our brothers and
sisters in prisons areconstantly faced
with threats, intimidation, brutal as-
saults by prison guards and even out-
right murder. We can never forget
the members of the Black community
who are incarcerated, for we are all
prisoners of this capitalist system.

An examnle of the problems pri-

soners and families face, across the
country, is the case of Mrs. Gregg,

e R

the mother of 18 year old Randolph
Jennings, a member of the Black Pan-
ther Party in Winston-5alem, North
Carolina, who is incarcerated in Cen-
tral Prison in Raleigh (Randy is serv-
ing a 7 - 10 year sentence on phoney
charges stemming from a 1971 attack
upon the Black Panther Party Com-
munity Center in High Point, North
Carolina). Several times Mrs, Gregg
has been given a specific visiting time
early in the morning, Mrs, Gregg,
who lives in Winston-Salem, which
is 70 miles from Central Prison, has
had to catch a bus at 4:00in the morn-
Ing to get there in time to seeher son,
Actually, the penal institutions should
provide adequate transportation so that
families and friends of prisoners can
be assured of having constant com-
munications with loved ones,

[n an effort to alleviate these pro-
blems the Black Panther Party has
implemented another Free Bussing o
Prisons Program, The Bussing Pro-
gram is a Community Survival Pro-
gram which will begin Sunday, Sep-
tember 24th, The bus will ¢o to Va-
caville Meadical Facility, which is
near Sacramento, abour 75 miles from
Oakland, California, Vacaville is the
prison waere Comrade David Hilliard,
Chief of Staff of the Black Panther
Party is incarcerated, The bus will
he departing at 8:00 a.m. from Al

-Iitllf i

PHOTO CREDIT: LNS
well not overcome in order to communicate with our impri-

len Temple Church located on 85th
and ""A"" Street in East Oakland, and
returning to the Church at 4:45 p.m.
Free child care will be provided at
the Church, and dinner also will be
served,

The Free Bussing to Prisons Pro-
gram will be continuous, with another
trip scheduled to Soledad Prison on
October 8th, The bus will be departing
from Allen Temple Church at7:00a.m.
and returning at 7:00 p.m, Other pri-
sons to be visited in the future will
be 5an Quentin, Folsom, Tracy, Chino,
San Luis Obispo,Tehachapi, Susanville,
Jamestown, Milpitas and C_I.W, (Cor-
rectional [nstitution for Women in
Frontero, California), There is aneed
for more community participation in
the bussing program, from both in-
dividuals and organizations. Churches
can help by allowing their buses and
tacilities to be used periodically for
trips,

lf you wish to participate in the trip
to Vacaville, please call 562-2086 and
leave your name, address, and phone
number, or come to Central Head-
quarters of the Black Panther Barty,
8501 East 14th Street in East Oakland
o reserve a seat, Please make sure =
that you are on the prisoner's /ap-
proved visiting lisr, '

ALL PONER TO TH= PEAPLE
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FATHERLESS
CHILDREN...:

The memory of Attica will never
leave us,

Johnny Larry Spain, a poet, a re-
volutionary, an imprisoned man, He
has been in the prisons of California
since he was seventeen, Arrested for
murder in Los Angeles and swiftly
tried, he was destined for the gas
chamber; and because of his youth
he was ‘‘saved'’, After being subject
to continuous threats and harass-
ment at Soledad prison, he was trans-
ferred to San Quentin, There, after
- the brutal murder of Comrade George
- Jackson August 21, 1971, he was singled
" out as part of the supposed great
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JOHNNY L, SPAIN; ** [ must love the op-

pressed, and from whatever condition I find

myself in, fight to defend them as best I cai.”

trial hearings, none of them have gone
to trial. While awaiting trial they
must sit at San Quentin, Everyday
their lives are endangered, their only
comfort is in the supportof the people,

Recently, Johnny Spain sent this
letter to a friend, We are reprinting
T = In .:_...'..5..,.,__ Ir':'.._..
40) men who died at Arrica Prison 1n
sentember 1971, and for all the men
and womsesn everywhere who are in
cells or graves because they fought

to survive American fascism,

Though the visit yesterday was brief,

stell with the traditional draping of us
(Six) in chains and shackles...] must
consider was that one aspect of our
existence -- (de facito, or owlrighi
slavery?) -- of the same or near the
same magnitude of fascism wilth which
the proponents of the lalter (Oul-
Right) used last September, at Atlica,
to murder over 40 hwuman beings?
Either answer one chooses veveals
what is perhaps the sickest syndrome
that history has afforded any people
before in Man's entire history.

Six of us were chained, yel even in
ils worst classification I would not
want to be responsible for placing de-
grees upon that fact and the fact that
this month, September, will show hun-
dreds of mothers, fathers, sisters,
brothers .and fatherless children in

deep nods of sadness and mourn over'

their loved ones who were slaughtered
alt Attica under the frivoulous guise
of “'protecting society’.

Is this the way in which sociely

life? If we concede that over 40 un~-
armed human beings must be moved on
by a military unit, and murdered, in
ovder lo protect this society -- when
in fact the prisoners of Altica were
but exercising the most basic reflex/
response to nature (i.e.), the right lo
protest another’s unprincipled *'pri-
vilege' of denving them their human
right to life, - then we all must won-
der who is protecting what kind of
sociely? This taclic--the above--is
undoubtedly one of those employed by
Hitler during his rule of German fas-
ctsm between the middle '30"s and
'd(’s., That was but one characteristic
of it...It is not necessary to depict
an arvay of other factual character-
istics, and not for September alone,
The people who had loved ones mur-
dered at Attica by ‘‘the protectors of
society'’ experienced Sepiember every
single moment after last September,
1971--just as we here have experienced
August; all year round, the righlteous,
the oppressed, the innocenis, ex-
perience August-September in every
moment of life,

There are many things concerning
fascism ct Attica, that directly relate
to the fascism here at San Quentin
Klan prison, Today, the pigs movedon
mea again, the "hair-cut’’ trick; the .
not-so-sitrange thing about the bealing
(asiade from mez being shackled and
cuffed behind my back, cut by the
cuffs ani shackles, stepped on, tem-
ples pressed in from both sides with
excessive force) is, the six pigs who
initiated the “*hair-cuts’*only gave me a
slight trim this time--as opposed to

~ ““escape plan”’, He and five other Black
. men were charged with variouscrims=s
stemming from that day in August

Though they have had various pre-

the last two ridiculous ‘*hair-cuts'’
they gave us all! (The San Quentin Six

CONTINIU/ED ON PAGE 13

must be protected? How many people
in this society feel unprotected when
a human being demands his rights to
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WHY THE *
VIETNAMES

ARE

PART VI

THE VIETNAMESE
SPRING OFFENSIVE

EXPLODES

ANOTHER AMERICAN ‘iz

MYTH

The following is Part VI ina series,
outlining the concrete ways in which
our Vieinamese Brothers and Sisters
are warding off genocide, while

struggling for self-determination of
their homezland, This very complete

report was gathered by Tom Hayden,
anti-war activist, wriler and one-time
co-defendant of Chairman Bubby Seale
of the Biack Panther Party duving the
““Chicago Trials'’. We would like to
thank both Tom Hayden and Ramparis
Magazine (from which the arlicle was
extracted) for allowing us permission
to print this wvaluable information,

Another Amesrican myth convenient
for publicity value in the United Srates
is that the objective of the offensive
is to '‘take cities,”’ This stems also
from Western military theory which
considers industrialized urban areas
to be the central theaters in which
wars are finally decided, How can the
same American government which was
unable to predict the coming of the
offensive now be reliably expected to
explain its objectives? Since the of-
fensive began, Americanofficials have
explained to the American people that
its objectives are variously to'‘cut the
country in two,”’ ‘‘march from An
Loc 10 Saigon,’’ ‘‘prepare fto over-
throw the governmant either on Ho
Chi Minh’s birthday, May Day, or the
anniversary of Dien Bien Phu, all of
which now are past"” and, above all,
the American people are told that the
objecrive of the offensive 1s to seize
the cities, because, according to Am-
bassador Porter, the enemy is em-
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The objective of the Vietnamese Spring Offensive is not to

“‘take cities.
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barassed by not being able to fly its

flag over a single provincial capital.

The psychological war (psywar) as-
pect of this American claim is re-
vealed by a dispatch from Washington
about the coming battle of Hue, in the
L.A. Times of May 24, “'‘Officials
acknowledged Tuesday that the Ad-
ministration, feeling increasingly that
Hue can be held, has emphasized the
growing imoortance of the outcomse,”
The image of cities falling was of
course reinforced by the collapse of
the defenses at Quang Tri. But it is
important to recall that Quang Tri
was not ‘‘taken’” by the liberation
forces. Rather, its defending army
disintegrated and retreated at the
moment of engagement, A revolu-
rionary administration was then setup
in the city and, we ware told, thousands
of people evacuated tothe countryside,

The danger of fighting for ciries,
from a guerrilla standpoint, isevident
in the fact that all such cities are
bombed mercilessly by B-52 raids, and
Indochina 1s replete with examples
of hamlets, villages and cities which
the airforce has bombed in order to
‘‘save,’’ For a guerrilla forceto seize
and administer a heavily populated city
would be quite possibly a suicidal ex-
posure to Amarican air power, There-
fore what has happened in Quang Tri,
as in the cities of North Vietnam, is
that a skeletal structure of organi-
zation remains, while large numbers
of people - especially the mast vul-
nerable, children and the elderly - are
being evacuated to distant areas, In
fact, Quang Tri province becomes

similar in many respects toprovinces
of North Vietnam, which have long been
bombed, but in which life has gone on,

agriculture has continued, even small-
scale factory production has been
maintained, education and public health

services have been developed to a
level sufficient to keep the population
in a state of well being, trucks, tanks
and large anti-aircraft guns have been
maintained in operation despite all at-
tempts by the ‘airforce to obliterate
them, '

[t is not that cities are unimbor=
tant to the offensive, In a very short
period of time they may infact become
centers of political uprisings, centers
of armed struggle, The point 1s that
the American public should not be
fooled by American planners’ defini-
tions of the objectives of the other
side, These objectives are not the
control of urban real estate, although
the objectives are in a certain sense
territorial - not in the sense that this
or that city must be controlled, but
in the sense that the territory now
being wrested from Saigon control may
well remain completely under PRG
control from this time forward, andnot
go backward into the stage of ‘‘paci=
fication® with daytima occupation by
Saigon and nighttim= occupation by the
guerrillas, But this is a rerrimrial_
concept that allows for the dispersal,
evacuarion and pretection of hundreds
of thousands of people, not a territorial
perspective that involves their being
grouped in concentrated population

cénters and exposed o American
bombs,
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It can easily be seen that the Oakland Housing Authorily is a slwnlord that the Black and poor commuiity must take to

tash,

Among the most oppressive situations Black and poor people
have been forced
housing, Black people have been crowded into the worst
‘housing’ imaginable; from the rural shacks of Mississippi
to the monstrous ‘high vise' prisons of Amarica’s crowded
and decaying cities,

We have become all too familiar with our unlivable sur-
roundings: the lead poisoning of our children from peeling
paint and plaster thalt racist slumlords neglecl, and the
piles of disease infested garbage outside our doors that
the Sanilation Department refuses to collect, We have be-
come accustomed to the rat bites, the roaches, the freezing
winters and smoldering summers, the inadequate lighting,
plumbing and the poor construction of the houses and build-
ings in which we must “live’. All of this and still we are

«forced to pay high rent for housing that is not fit for human

beings.

In Part IX of a continuing series of articles, Oakland -,

A Base of Operation!, The Black Panther Intercommunal
News Service is exposing the ugly, but profitable, business
of indzcent housing in Oakland, California, and those who
are responsidle for the Oakland Black and poor cominunity’s

wretched housing situation,

Perhaps the biggest slumlord in Oakland is the racist and

' wealthy Oakland Housing Authovity, which continually yobs

OAKLAND HOUSING
AUTHORITY:
SLUMLORD

the poor of the larger portion of our already shallow in-
to live with in this society is indecent comes and gives us in retwrn some of the worst housing in

THE GIANT

the United States. We must examine closely the Oakland
Housing Authorily so ihat we can begin to construct methods
to eliminate its undevhanded practices against the Black and
poor of Oakland, We want to make cooperative housing a
veality, in building a base of operation,

The Oakland Housing Authority is one of the biggest money-
making operations in the city, [thasbecome a huge slumlord,
controlling over 4,000 units (apartments) in the city of Oak=
land. With an average family of 6 living in each unit, this is
equal to over 24,000 tenants paying $55 to $65 a month in
rent to the Oakland Housing Authority,

The overwhelming majority of people that make up the
population of the Oakland Housing Authority's (OHA) public
housing complexes are referred to - in an economic sense
- as ‘low-income’, This term only means that the majority
of OHA’s tenants are Black and poor people that are barely
able to pay the outrageously high rents demanded by the OHA.

'f'he Director of OHA, Harold Davis, is a Black man. The
fact that he is Black however, has little bearing on the treat-
mant the oppressed tenants of OHA receive, Harold Davis
has consistently put his personal greed above any commit=
tment of service to the Black and poor tenants. He has only
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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been the IHrector of QA dincea Aprll 24, 1972, Wit he has
alresdy given himasll 8 raise in salary. Yet, the poor resi-
denin heve seen no ‘ralee’ from che deplorable li¥ing cone
Altined they are faced wirh frien day 1o day,

Betauns of rhé fun down condltbon of ehe D114 cosmplenes,
the poOr [PREEALE hive bewrome increasingly masre weesl in
thelr desnenda for dheir complaintn o be heard, This
WSITY pProEnpE el the rescrionars

Lemans
LA, & momber Roard od

Linmumn lnaiomers, iaer vear o nas 1 law which calla |
ihe enlargiag of the Board 1o seven mambern, The two new
EEFEETE WeErdF o bgwe Beees . feum & e

E 1 1
LIHA., Thia =small T T P
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e Badrd of CommiBalonsra | FET heen

W s that thee raciet Meyir of Oakine
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el LAWW Liend | keps ing I Y has HE T
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wiih the tigke of EEAAT

el A Eroan
Alden”, These (V1A

BNINEAE snEramce o e iene

of mnrkey
wrkers “wid’ e trrasia i
BAF S BpantmETLE with moasier ke sugenlisd b 000 L. Thev
ofies invads 1l privacy of & Tamily 1s i%e eariy il
hemgra, knliing fir Spartiteni wialasions'. I

The “ubdea” are imed G0 merve mamhTane amd evicticen
miees on e deRanie sad L wilie FeEperla sgabnar ifsem Tor
ihe mansgemeni, I'of ihese acin of freachery agiknmt the ngp-
premead tenania, (1HA'S vy o pawns are paid Sl g i,

Kacontly, e UHA policy of tenamt intimidarion andd bid an =
et led o maes evicilim nolkcss, [P peiple, whib

oifer place 0 g, were 1o b thrown out (s rhe wires, Of
couras, the people to whom OHA served ithe eviction notlces
are maatly welface reciplenta. The OHA officials was theas

tenenls out of thelr housing complexes aa that they can bagla. .

ta mave In middle-lncome families, This would justify the
raleing of rems, The housing complexss would alss be ra=
nreled [nto decent housing (someching OHA officlals will
never G0 a8 long ad poor people populsts the apartments),

hnother siratey used by the Cakland Housing Authorioy

o get rid of jaw=Income tenanta (8 1o complain o the Fad=
eral Govermm=nt ibat they are pirimg benkrupt: hag ey ore
nod PCEINE enoagh mafiey' (PG poor peddile i oparate

1 IEEA, | he saovernment canthen eltheEr allaw
ke (] Tacill 158 |eamen off the poor tenants or Duimd
1§ =wiih g iima af maney i ‘nrevent baskrupey®, Fither
LU 11 1 1 1 II...__ i FiInklamld pecalve

ithirg,

I'he Mack asd poor tehands hivvevar, are rinin

f [ e
racis challenge o thedr survival, On
the Fhmimimg A

vepiternber [2, 972,

IRy [EAEREE YWond boCodl e il were granted
A fernTorary reatralnkng order, which maass (Hat cene ol the
temanis Cowld b evicesd wnill 8 decleion (8 msks W e

court; There has béen aomes fuigition as ¢

o OHA's refusal @
fallow ira

oo laws and guidelLnes in evicilpg tenantn, Legally,
bedore & 1enani’s lrase can be rerminatsd, OHA (s supposed 1o
provide ke jemant with a heating, I, afier the hearing |a
Erented and the tenant I unestinfled with the tmitcome, he or
#het han aright 1o appear before s board composed of tws OH A
officiale, 2 ienanmts, and another Fneblwldund chomen by the e
Eaur, Yet, ithe poor renidents have nat even been Informad of
thelr Fight to theas hearings by (HA,
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Thers | nothing new In OHAS aftampt to mass =viet (=
poar tenants, ‘This has been OHA's racist plan of sctien
ever alnce |t diseovered thar mors mansy eculd be mads by
rvictlng the poor occupsnis asd soliticing the resldency of
ihe middle-tncoms groups, What OHA s dobng now In i
Iy io Bring this plan into fraltlon. Hather rthen remove the
poar fedldents plece” meal ihe straiegy (s to sitack them all
at aece,

The eviction notices that OHA serves on [ Black smd
poor tenanie are viciously conmiracied, Somewhere in the
pvlcelon motlee there |8 & ststement which pesds rhar f a8
evlcted odtiapant’s furniture and belongings are still in the
apartmant when the period of tme allstesd for the evicied
tenant 1o YacAlE explres, thea the Bpartment would be
locked and all &f the tenant's belongings and furslture
wiould be conflscated by OHA, m be sold &t &n saction,

Ewlcied fenasts are usaally gives one wesk from the
time the eviction notice ls initally served o leave thalr
iparoments in public hoosing,. A week's notlce s not enough
tima lar the evicted family to find mew housing but OHA
Ioes not care) thelr concern e for wealth, not people, Tha
fHicinl policy of QGHA & that once you are avictsd Irmsm
it move bask |m,

jHdl FEInE You CEn o

Arothar {aciop that DHA has worklsg in Wie favor ba the
amakl Claimis Court of Oakland set-up. This court arbd-
ieases amy Tinassial grievances of the tenant or DHA, up
o the sum of 5500, AL this court, nelther pariy (the
tenant or OHAY le allowed to have a lawyer represent them.,
Aut the poor tenant 8 stlll a2 &8 dinadvantags hecause he
or ake mast confront an expert from OHS, oas'who 18
well veraed In publlc houslsg law (Iny' victus of the sumber
of times they have appearsd In coiri In behalf of OHA)

The aversge poor tenant usaally appears at this court
oaly coce, while the OHA employes Lo thers many times,
trampling on the cights of bundreds of Black snd poor
Lananis,

Alsa, the summass that 18 served fo the tenanis, order-
ing them to sppear in Small Clalma Court io contest any
'‘fomncial debt' allegedly cwed to OHA, (8 suppossd to be
glven to the tenants by a “disioterested pariy'. The mm-
moes are served, [n fact, o the temants by OHA's lackey
waorkars, (08 "tenint’s aldes’,

OHA 18 even amempting to control the Oakland Tenars
Usbor through stealing the money allocated 1o them, The Oake=
15nd Tenants Unlon han been allegsdly funded by the Housing
nad Urban Developmeat Department (HUD) of the Pederal
Coverament, The amount of money ‘given” o the Oaklasd
Tenants Unlon was 304,000, However, the Ouakland Tena=ts
Unlon has Yet 1o ses or use these funda, HUD and OHA hava
A game going on against the Tenants Unton, The $14,000 thas
#a8 supposedly golng to the Unlon was placed in the “care” of
CHA by HUD, This means that the tenants have io petition OHA
Pur Pamis thas legally belong to them,

It cam FuJI]:. e apgn that OHA 188 slimbord that ithe Hiack
and  poar  commanity  of Oakland mist (ke to fesk, [ie
sathority moest be (ranaformed to serve pecnle or 1 akould
be abollshed, Decent housing fit for hemen belngs 1e & right,
it should not be set aelde as & luzary for those who can ‘afs
ford’ 15, The people must centrel houstng just ma we e
contred all aspects of our lives,

ALL POWER TO THH FEOPLE
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The racisl and wealthy Dakled Housing

Authorily
shallow incomas and glves us in rehern soma of the worst housing in ihe United Sialéa,
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A PROGRAM

FOR SURVIVAL

Free Breakfast Program

Provides children a free, hot break-
fast every school morning,

People's Free Food Program

P rovides free food to Black and other
oppressed people.

Liberation Schools

Provides free educational faciliries
and materials to Black and other
oppressed children to promote a cor-
rect view of their role in the soci-

ety. _
Intercommunal Youth Institute

Provides Black and other oppressed
children with a scientific method of
thinking and analyzing things, basic
gkills for living in the society and a
concrete alternative to established
learning institutions.

Legal Aid Educational

Program

Provides full legal assistance to
those involved in legal problems, as
well as legal aid classes,
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Free Bussing to Prisons
Program

Provides free transportation topri-
sons for families and friendsofincar-
cerated men and women,

Free Commissary for Prisoners

Program
Frovides imprisoned men and women
with the funds to purchase necessary
commissary items inside the prison.
David Hilliard People's Free
Shoe Program

Provides free shoes to the people

made at the David [1illiard Free Shoe
factory and elsewhere,

People’'s Free Clothing Program

Provides new,' stylish and quality
clothing free to the people,

People's Free Medical Research
Health Clinics

Provides free medical treatment
and preventative medical care for the
people,

People's Sickle Cell Anemia

Research Foundation

lastituted to test and establish acure:
for Sickle Cell Anemia, to create
better educational programs around
Sickle Cell Anemia and maintain an
advisory committee of doctors already
researching Sickle Cell Anemia,

Intercommunal News Service

Provides news and information
about the Black and other oppressed
communities throughout the U.S, and
the world,

People's Free Ambuﬂ:nce

Service

(Being Implemented)

Provides free, 24-hour speedy
transportation to people in need of
emergency medical care,

People's Free Dental Program

(Being Im2lemented)

Provides free dental check-ups and
treatmesnt for ‘he people, as well as
an educational program for dental
hygiene and nreventative dental care,

People's Free Optometry
Program

(Being Imolemented) ;
Provides free eye examinations,
rreatment and ejye correctional equip-

ment (glasses, etc,) for the people.

People's Free Plumbing and
Maintenance Program

(Being Implemented)

Provides free plumbing and repair
services to improve people’s housing
conditions.

Community Cooperative
Housing Program

(Being Implemented)

Provides decent housing, coopera-
tively ownad and managed by the res-
ideni families,

People's Free Furniture
(Being Implemented)

Provides free, decent furniture to
improve our living standards,

People's Free Linen Program

(Being Implemented)

I’rovides new sheets, towels,
blankets, etc, free to the people, to
make daily living more healthy and
comfortable,

People's Free Community
Employment Program

(Being Implemented)
Provides free job-finding ser-

vices to poor and oppressed
who cannot find work, i
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BLACK PANTHER PARTY PROGRAM

WHAT WE WANT MARGH 29 I972 PLATFORM WHAT WE BELIEVE

1. WE WANT FREEDuM, WE WANT POWER TO
DETERMINE THE DESTINY OF OUR BLACK AND
OPPRESSED COMMUNITIES.,

We believe that Black and oppressed people will not
be free until we are able tw determine our destinies
in our own communities ourselves, by fully controlling
all the (institutions which exist in our communities,

2. WE WANT FULL EMPLOYMENT FOR OURPEQOPLE,

We believe that the federal government is responsible

and obligated to give every person employment or a
guaranteed income, We believe that if the American

Jbusinessmen will not give full employment, then the

technology and means of production should be taken
from the businessmen and placed in the community so
that the people of the community can organize and
employ all of its people and give a high standard of
living,

3. WE WANT AN END TO THE ROBBERY BY THE
CAPITALIST OF OUR BLACK AND OPPRESSED COM-
MUNITIES, .

We believe thar this racist government has robbed
us and now we are demanding the overdue debt of
forty acres and two mules, Forty acres and two mules
were promised 100 years ago as restitution for slave
labor and mass murder of Black people, We will accept
the payment in currency which will be distributed to
our many communities, The American racist has taken
part in the slaughter of over fifty million Black people,

Therefore, we feel this is a modebt 'demand thar we
make,

4. WEWANTDECENT HOUSING, rITFOR THE SHELTER
OF HUMAN BEINGS,
We believe that if the landlords will not give decent

housing to our Black and oppressed communities, then
the housing and the iand should be made into cooperatives
so that the people in our communities, with government
aid, can build and make decent housing for the people,

3. WE WANT EDUCATION FOR OUR PEOPLE THAT
EXPOSES THE TRUE NATURE OF THIS DECADENT
AMERICAN SOCIETY. WE WANT EDUCATION THAT
TEACHES US OUR TRUE HISTORY AND QUR ROLE
IN THE PRESENT-DAY SOCIETY, -

We believe in an educational system that will give
to our people a knowledge of self, If you do not have
knowledge of yourself and your position in the society
and the world, then you will have little chance to know
anything else,

6. WE WANT COMPLETELY FREE HEALTH CARE
FOR ALL BLACK AND OPPRESSED PEOPLE.

We believe that the government must provide, free
of charge, for the people, health facilities which will
not only treat our illnesses, most of which have come
about as a result of our oppression, but which will
also develop preventative medical programs to guarantee
our future survival. We believe that mass health edu-
cation and research programs must be developed to
give all Black and oppressed people access to advanced
scientific and medical information, so we may provide
ourselves with proper medical arttention and care,

7. WE WANT AN IMMEDIATE END TO POLICE

'BRUTALITY AND MURDER OF BLACK PEOPLE, OTHER

PEOPLE OF COLOR, ALL OPPRESSED PECPLE INSIDE
THE UNITED STATES,
We believe that the racist and fascist government

_ of the United States uses its domestic enforcement
‘agencies to carry out its program of oppression against

Black peaple, other people of color and poor people

inside the United States, We believe it is our Tright,
therefore, to defend ourselves against such armed forces,
and that all Black and oppressed people should be armed
for self-defense of our homes and communities against

these fascist police forces,

8. WE WANT AN IMMEDIATE END TO ALL WARS
OF AGGRESSION,

We believe that the various conflicts which exist
around the world stem directly from the aggressive
desires of the U.S, ruling circle and government to
force its domination upon the oppressed people of the
world, We believe that if the U.,S, government or its
lackeys do not cease these aggressive wars that it
is the right of the people to defend themselves by any
means ni-°2ssary against their aggressors,

9. WE WANT FREEDOM FCR ALL BLACK AND POOR
OPPRESSED PEOPLE NOW HELD IN U,S, FEDERAL,
STATE, COUNTY, CITY AND MILITARY PRISONS AND
JAILS, WE WANT TRIALS BY A JURY OF PEERS FOR
ALL PERSONS CHARGED WITH S0-CALLED CRIMES
UNDER THE LAWS OF THIS COUNTRY .

We believe that the many Black and poor oppressed
people now held in U.5, prisons and jails have not
received fair and impartial trials under a racist and
fascist judicial system and should be free from incar-
ceration, We believe in the ultimate elimination of all
wretched, inhuman panal institutions, because the masses
of men and women inprisoned inside the United Stgtes or
by the U.S5. military are the victims of oppressi on-
ditions which are the real cause of their imprisonment,

We believe that when persons are brought to trial
that they must be guaranteed, by the United States,

juries of their peers, attorneys of their choice and
freedom from imprisonment while awaiting trials,

10. WE WANT LAND, BREAD, HOUSING, EDUCATION,
CLOTHING, JUSTICE, PEACE AND PEOPLE’S COMMU-
NITY CONTROL OF MODERN TECHNOLQGY,

When, in the course of human events, it becomes
necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands
which have connected them with another, and to assume,
among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal
station to which the laws of nature and nature's God
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind
requires that they should declare the causes which impel
them to the separation,

We hold these truths to be self-evident, l.‘h&t all men
are created equal; that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
That, to secure these rights, governments are instituted

among men, deriving their',jﬁﬁl: powers fromithe consent

of the governed; that, whenever any form of government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of
the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute a
new government, laying its foundation on such prin-
ciples, and organizing its powers in such form, as to
them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and
happiness., Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments
long established should not be changed for light and
transient causes; and, agcordingly, all experience hath
shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while
evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing
the forms to which they are accustomed. Bur, when
a long train of abuses and usurpations, Hurﬂulng invari-
ably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them
under absolute despotism, it is their righr, it is their
duty, to throw off such government, and to p{pﬂde

:ﬂ. new guards for their future security,
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was completed and then returned by
truck to Mexico, The Bracero pro-
gram was so successful, so popular
among those growears who reaped tre-
mendous profits, that after the war,
they lobbied in Washington for an ex-
tension, which was dutifully granted,.
In fact, the Bracero program lasted
until 1964, All of the hard agricul-
tural field work was done by Spanish-
speaking migrant workers, :

As far as health care is concerned,
the migrant workers suffer outra-
geously, The average life expectan-
cy for the Mexican-American farm-
worker is 49 years compared with
70 years for the average (white)
American, While the average health
care expenditure for each migrant

farmworker is less than $8.00, that
same figure for the total popularion

is a little more than $200.00 per
person, The statistics speak for
themselves: the migrant farmwork-
ers infant mortality rate 1is 1257
higher than the national rare: the
maternal mortality facte g 1257 hich-

er -than the narional rate; the death
rate ifrom influenza and pneumonia
is 200 higher; the death rate from
tuberculosis and other infectious
diseases 1is 2609 higher; and the
death rate from accidents (for which
the family receives no compensation)
is 300% higher than the nartional
average, (These figures include the
death rates of children hired to wark
as farm laborers).

Not only do Mexican-American
farmworkers suffer from the ‘nor-
mal® fatal diseases, they also suffer
from “‘la muerte andando'’ (the wal' -
ing death), pesticide poisoning,
Pesticides are chemical dusts and
sprays used on crops to kill insecrts
and other pests. The two types of
pesticides most commonly used by
the growers include DOT (recently
outlawed throughout the world as
harmful to humans) and certain types
of nerve gases, developed by the
Nazi's during World War [[. Another
particularly loathsomes  pesticide
used by the growers is 2, 4-D, a
herbicide manufactured by Dow
Chemical Comoany, Although this
pesticide causes birth defects in test
animals and is so dangerous that
the U,S, Army ‘‘claims’ to have
banned its use in Vietnam, it is
presently one of the most common
sprays used in U,5, lertuce fields,
The use of toxic chemicals and
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_T.fw 5£uf.§5££cs speak for themselves: the migrant farmworkers infant mortal-
iy rate is 125% higher than the national rate.

sprays, in the very fields in which
the farmworkers toil has resulted in
“*la muerte andando’’, which claims
a minimum of 1,000 deaths and over
90,000 injuries each year. These are
the conditions which form rhe back-
drop for the drama of the 1960's,

L.ed by Cesar Chavez and the United
Farmworkers Organizing Commit-
tee, the Mexican-American m'grant
farmworkers began movemsa2nt
tor dignity and decent wages. It was
and continues to be a demand for
self-determination and self-respect
from the racist growers. ['he
beginnings of this movement was the
famous grape strike and grape boy-
cott which originared in Delano Val-
ley, in Central California, For the
first time in the history of migrant
and seasonal farmworkers, the drive
began to unionize; for them, histori-
cally, this was a ‘forbidden’ conceprt,

their

‘In 1935, the growers successfully
opposed the inclusion of farmwork-

Al T T

ers in rthe original National Labor
Relations Act, Thus, excluded from
the ‘‘rights’ of industrial and fac-
tory workers, farmworkers have na
‘'legal” means of collective bargain-
ing, no ‘“‘legal’® means to prevent
"'scab’ labor from strike-breaking
and subverting the cause, When the
Delano grape. strike began, the
Mexican - American farmworkers
faced not only the normal problems
experienced by striking workers, they
faced the additional problem of
“*scab’’ labor, over which they could
have no control, While the growers
had a certain amount of success in
breaking the actual strike, the boy -
cott against grapes grew, “"Boycort
grapes’ became a nationwide slogan
and eventually, in 1970, the growers
submitted to the demands of the work-
ers and the UFW union,

SLhurrl}' before the end of the grape
strike, lettuce growers signed so-
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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called '‘sweetheart back-door agree-

ments’' with the Teamsters union.
The lettuce - workers, Mexican-
Americans, demanded to be repre-
sented by the UFW, They were in
no way represented in this illicit

pact. The protest heightened and
on August 24, 1970, 7,000 migrant
farmworkers went out on strike

against the lettuce growers in Sali-
nas and Santa Maria Valleys in
Northern California,

This time the growers began from
the start to mobilize their forces
against the strike. During the grape
gtrike they had consistently under-
estimated the power of the farm-
workers, The American Farm
Bureau Federation, a 4 billion dol-
lar industry, and the Free Market-
ing Council, a newly formed lettuce
growers organization, set into mo-
tion vast amounts of propaganda and
money to subvert the farmworkers
just demands, They used money to
pressure both the courts and the
state governments, propaganda to
spread lies of ‘‘violence and intimi-
dation’ to undermine popular sup-
port for the boycott,

In September 1970, Judge Anthony
Brazil outlawed all UFW strike ac-

tivity in Salinas county. In October,

e il dad i’
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Vintage paperbound $1.95.
Now at your bookstore RANDOM HOUSE

IHE BLACK PANTHER, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1971,

1970, Judge Gordon Campbellordered
the UFW to stop all boycott activity
and in early December, 1970, he
ordered the arrest and jailingof Cesar
Chavez until Chavez called off the boy-
cott (It should be nored that this is
the same Judge Campbell who was the
first presiding judge in the case of the
Soledad Brothers, one of ‘whom was
Comrade George Jacksonyiio wasbru-
ta'ly murdeced in Augzust, 1971 a: San
Quentin, Campoell withdrew from the
case when he could not deny the de-
fense accusarion of his blatant expres-
sion of racial prejudice), While the
California Supreme Court voided Judge
Camnbell’s racist injunction, the pres-
sure of growers had not reached its
peak,

[n the early part of 1972 the Arizona
legislature, representing rhe interests
of the seond largest lettuce producers
in the country (California is firsrt),
passed legislation which virtually
stops migrant and seasonal farmwork -

ers from any degree of self-cetermi-
nation and control over their lives,
Secondary boycotts, (actions against
firms which sell or distribute non-
union products) are completely banned,
wiile primary boycotts are severely
restricted. The migrant worker’s
right to vote for the union of their
choice is restricted just asistheright
to strike, Under this law, if farm-

AN IMPORTANT AND GOMPELLING

GRITIQUE OF THE
BLACK PANTHER PARTY

BY ITS CHIEF THEORETICIAN

With an honesty as rare as it is persuasive,
Huey P. Newton, founder of the Black Panther Party,

struggles, rivalries, and contradictions

P

B
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workers strike, the grower need only
petition the court with an affidavit
showing that he would suffer $5,000
crop damages and he would then win

a automatic 10-day injunction. The
racism inherent in this law is so
strong, that one Arizona lawmaker

stated in floor debate that, ‘“We all
know this bill is directed against the
farmworkers’ movement." In fact,
winen the bill was signed into law the
governor of Arizona refused to meet
with the farmworkers, calling them,
‘‘non-existent people. '* In Cali-
fornia, Ronald Reagan and the Cali-
fornia State legislature are taking
this Arizona law one step further,

On MNovember 7, 1972, the people
of California will vote on Proposi-
tion 22, the degrading and dehumaniz-
ing California Agricultural Labor Re-
lations [nitiative, I[f the Arizona law
stripped the Mexican- Americanfarm-
workers of their rights, Proposition
22 puts the shackles on and makes
the slavery complete, Under Propo-
sition 22, secondary boycotts are il-
legal, This proposal also makes

illegal “‘publicity directed against any
trademark, trade name of generic

(species) nature’’ of agricultural pro-
ducts, since lettuce is a generic
(or plant)name, to say ‘‘Boycott let-
tuce’” is a crime punishable by one

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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160/140 and his red blood cell cound
wuas narrowed to a slim !,000. The
next morning he died; he and his
SJamily would no! have to suffer such
pain any longer,

We are asking that Kenneth Ho-
ward’'s death no! be forgotien, He was

P not killed by the police, he did not

suffer from imprisonmei, nor washe
subjected to the typical frustruaiions
of poverty. Kenneth Howard was tor-

pemesitad bya disesasewhich isthe resull

of America’s refusal lo resolve ils
most evident problems, Bul neither
he nor his family were well-knoun,
he was just Kenneth, a Black youth
who lived in Oakland.

Kenneth used over 7l units (pints)
of blood at the end of his life. Each
of those wunits must be replaced. If
they are not, Kenneth's mother will
have to pay $37.50 for each unil he
usea (P25 per wunit; $12,50 for pro-
cessing). If you live in the Oakland
area and can donate blood you may g0
lo Alameda - Contra Costa County
Blood Bank at 1230 Claremont Street

tn  Oakland, California (Phone: 654-)

2924). If you do not live in California,
you may still donate a unil of blood

from any point in the United States

by giving it in Kenneth's name. It
will [hen be lransferred here and
crediled lo Mrs, Howard's bill. To
insure that all the unils of blood are
replaced, Mrs., Howard has asked thatl
receipls that are given to the person
donating blood be sent loher: c/o
George Jackson People's Free Health

Clinic, 3236 Adeline Street, Berkeley,
California (Phone: 653-2534), or they
can be sent to her church, The Com-
munity Reformed Church, 457 Capis-
trano Dwrive in QOakland, California,
The Blood Bank is allowing her 1
monih to replace the blood, afier thal
they will bill her for the entire 71 u-

nits of blood,

Leukemia is not specific to any
gvoup of people, It is a disease which
could attack any one of us. We hope
you will spend a little of your time
to give a unit of your blood to re-
place the wunits Kenneth Howard had
been given, and therelby spare the
Howard family more grief added to
their irreplacable loss, |

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE
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““The fatherless children of Attica, the itving victims, they can rvead hwrt in the Jaces of those who suffer.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

received *'hair-culs’’® which left bald
patches and in places their scalps
were cul and bleeding), This is an
extremely minor fact--for the simple
reason the move was just to demon-
Strate their omnipotent fascist hand.
It was another attempt to break us all.
The *“hair-culs’’they can administer
everyday as far as I'm concerned,

r but they'll never, never break me!

To that I say never mind, My concern
i1s presently centered avound Altica and
the Attica world, I know *hat if [ am
Subjected lo perseculion afier a year
.~ has passed since the State of Cali-
. Jornia framed me, and the other 5
. brothers, in an attempl at concealing
. the political assassination of Comiade
£~ George by '“the protectors of sociely'’,
~ then it is only tooobvious that the State
of New York is fully at variance with
any type of humane enactments in theiv
attemp>t al concealing over 40 govern-
ment-orvdered political murders ! will
not wonder here, I kaow the Comrades
al Attica (Attiklan) Prison are being
subjected to similar--if not uwrse--
trealment by the pigs theve, Wilh the
struggle to go on, I say, never mind
that either...

. What is being done lo make mothers,
Jathers, sisters, brothers and father-

—— ==
less childrven conscious of what took
place -- and most emporiantly, what

s o be done? Perhaps it is all too
clear to sustain concetvability as to
waat took place, but what is to be done
1s analtogether differeat questioninits
essence; its answer--whatever it be--
infers an action of some sort mu;! be
taren, Not an isolated emotional act,
but an all encompassing and pro-
gressive aclion. Circumsiances dig-
allow me the opportunity to render
accessible my specific thoughls and the
exteasion of my thoughts--action ofthe
progresstve nalure. Bul no circum-
Stances can restrict my love for the
comrades who were murdered, for the
ones who still suffer, and to the mo-
thers, fathers, sisters, brothers and
Jatherless children who are now
without an answer--or at least withowt
the complete answer.

My love, How inconsequential that
may seem, yet, within it there is my
commilment to exhaust the forces
which cause us the Augusts and Sep-
tembers of our every second in this
wrelched existence in Amzriklan fas-
cism, and that cause is itself Amavi-
klan fascism, Someone once said *‘the
little children can’t vead”’, Well, that
person wus extremely out of tune with
Altica. Let one of the fatherless

children take a good look at their
mother or other older relatives, The
Jatherless children of Attica, the living
victims, they can read hurt in the faces
of those who suffer. I must love the
oppressed, and from whatever con-
dition I find myselfin, fight to defend
them as best I can,

In closing, I want you to recollect
the words of Comrade Che Guevara:
“Once again young blood has been
spilled on the Amevican soil in the
struggle for liberation, Another battle
has been lost, Let us take time owd to
cry over our fallen comrades while
we conlinue to sharpen our machetes.
From (his unfortunate yet valuable
experience let us adopt the firm re-
solution not to repeat mistakes and to
avenge each and everyone of our be-
loved dead by attaining liberation,..”
Che,

Long live the revolutionary fervor of
the righteous!

Venceremos!

Johnny L, Spain
September 7, 1972
San Quentin Prison

B
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year in jail and $%5,000 fine, In case
of a strike or a boycott or even the
“‘threat’” of a strike or boycott, the
grower can get a 6(-day restraining
order to allow for ‘'concilliation.’
This effectively eliminates sirikes
at harvest time, which is when most
seasonal workers are on the job.
The initiative also eliminates the ma-
jority of farmworkers from voting
for the union of their choice, Unless
the farm laborer worked for an agri-
cultural employer for 100 days out
of a year; if the workers voted in
the same area within the last 12
months, then they cannot vote,
This disqualified over 75% of the
Mexican- American farmworkers,

Proposition 22 makes collective
barbaining impossible (In assigning
the methods of growing, harvesting
and handling crops as '‘management

BOYCOTT
LETTUCE

b 4

rights’, Proposition 22 subjects the
workers to other health hazards). In
all, Proposition 22 contains 121 lines
of unfair labor practices and unlaw-
ful acts for which the union or the
farmworker can be jailed, yet only
36 lines restrict the growers, none
of which would make him "‘criminal"’
or a candidate for imprisonment,

Recently, a move has begun to have
Froposition 22 removed from the bal-
lot, The Secretary of State for Cali-
fornia has disclosed that the growers
original petition contains 63,000 in-
stances of either fradulent represen-
tation to people who signed it or out-
right forgeries, If these 63,000 are
invalid this verifies that the initia-
tive must be removed since the number
of valid signarures would be below
the minimum requirement, While
thousands of workers stand in support,
a few, racist growers with *‘blood"
money enough to buy off the courts

NO: NAME IN THE STREET s
James Baldwin's latest book--his
most eloquent, personal, and com-
plete statement on the political and
social agonies of America, It is al-
so a remarkably candid look into
Baldwin's years of self-exile, par-
ticipation in the civil rights move-
ment, and his now transformed po-
litical beliefs.

and the legislature would have the
farmworkers reduced to slaves, Poor
and oppressed people must give their
support for this struggle for human
rights, dignity and justice, In the
face of the repressive forces of the
U.,S. Empire, we can repeat these
words, the meaning of which is uni-
versal:

““We are suffering, We have suf-
fered, and we are not afraid to suffer
in order to win our cause, We have
suffered unnumbered ills and crimes
in the name of the law of the land,
Our men, women and children have
suffered not only the basic brutality
of stoop labor, and the most obvious
injustices of the system; they have
also suffered the desperation of
knowing that the system caters to the
greed of callous men and not to our
needs, Now we will suffer for the
purpose of ending the poverty, the
misery and the injustice, with the
hope that our children will not be ex-
ploited as we have been, They have
imposed hungers on us, and now we
hunger for justice, We draw strength
from the -very despair in which we
have been forced to live. WE SHALL
ENDURE,"'

VOTE “"NO" ON PROPOSITION 22

ALL POWER TO THE PEQPLE

TR S —
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PEOPLE’S PETITION

FOR IMMEDIATE PAROLE OF BROTHER DAVID
HILLIARD FROM THE CALIFORNIA PRISON

SYSTEM OR AN APPEAL BAIL BOND WITH
A RETRIAL JURY OF HIS PEER-GROUP.

g

WE THE PEOPLE, RESIDENTS OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY, IN THE SPIRIT OF REVOLUTIONARY
INTERCOMMUNALISM, DO HEREBY REDRESS OUR GRIEVANCE AND PETITION THE COURTS OF
AMERICA AND THE CALIFORNIA STATE GOVERNMENT AND PAROLE BOARD: THAT DAVID.HILLIARD
BE RELEASED FROM HIS PRISON INCARCERATION IN THE CALIFORNIA PENAL SYSTEM TO THE
PEOPLE OF OUR COMMUNITIES ON PAROLE OR AN APPEAL BAIL BOND.

BROTHER DAVID HILLIARD, POLITICAL PRISONER AND CHIEFOFSTAFF OF THE BLACK PANTHER
PARTY, WAS IN FACT WRONGFULLY CONVICTED ON FALSE CHARGES BY A PREDOMINATELY
WHITE RACIST JURY, AS ALL MEMBERS OF THE OAKLAND BLACK COMMUNITY WERE SYSTEMA-
TICALLY ELIMINATED FROM THE JURY SELECTION PROCESS IN HIS TRIAL.

IN LIGHT OF THESE FACTS, WE THE UNDERSIGNED, THEREFORE PETITION THAT DAVID HILLIARD
BE GRANTED HIS HUMAN AND CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS, THAT IS, PAROLE FROM PRISON OR AN
APPEAL BAIL BOND BY THE AMERICAN COURTS PENDING APPEAL OF HIS CASE BEFORE HIGHER
COURTS, AND THAT HIS RETRIAL JURY BE~*OF HIS PEERS, A TRUE REPRESENTATION OF A CROSS
SECTION OF THE COMMUNITY,
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RETURN ALL PETITIONS TO BLACK PANTHER PARTY CENTRAL HEADQUARTERS

8501 EAST 14th STREET OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 94621
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